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A Note from the Pastorôs Desk. . . 
 

 You may be wondering ñWho is this person...Tom Johnson?ò  Well, I have been 

on a life-long quest to become fully aware of all that God has used to make me who I 

am today.  Of course, it starts with my family of origin.  I was born and reared in south- 

western Pa, the son of a coal miner and the oldest of five children.  Although today we 

five children are scattered from Pittsburgh to Lynchburg, Va to Miami, Fl to Ireland and 

Philadelphia, we remain close.  Our dad died in 2002 but our mother is still living and is 

celebrating her 85th birthday with some family in Ireland on June 1st. 
 

 My mother has lived her entire life within seven miles of where she was born.  My father was constantly 

uprooted during his childhood.  Together, they gave all of us a sense of rootedness as well as broad horizons.  

Dad wanted all of us to get a good education because he wanted a better life for us than what he had as a coal 

miner.  We didnôt start going to church until I was 12 years old.  But we quickly developed as disciples and all 

but one of us continue actively serving Christ through the church today. 
 

 I met my wife, Sheryl, in college.  We share a common love of music and it was music that brought us 

together.  We got married immediately after graduating from college and then she taught public school music for 

three years while I attended seminary.  Our first church was simply a love affair where we saw people come to 

faith, grow in their faith, and begin lots of new ministries.  Our second church was a major shift in approach to 

ministryðmoving from a pastoral ministry to a program ministry.  They were very important years of personal 

growth for me and growth for the churchða relatively new church that was burdened with a significant debt.  

Our two sons were born and started school during our ministry there. 
 

 Our next three churches were all long-established congregations with significant histories.  During these 

ministries, I continued to learn and grow as a pastoral leader.  Looking back, I realize how many different evan-

gelistic programs we became involved in:  Key 73, a Grady Wilson Crusade (an associate of Billy Graham), the 

ñI found itò campaign, Evangelism Explosion, the ñEveryday Evangelist,ò a Billy Graham Crusade and others.  

More importantly, I served on local and regional committees to start new churches and to restart existing 

churches.  Through these efforts, I saw many new people become disciples of Jesus and many churches revital-

ized for effective ministries. 
 

 Although I have not yet learned what the community and the opportunities are like around Belmont Bap-

tist Church, I am sure of this:  we need to discover together what our corner of the world is like and what God is 

calling us to do together.  I look forward to knowing you and working with you as we seek to know Jesus and 

walk with Him in our world. 
 

 And by the way, when I started in full-time ministry at age 24, I had people in the church who were the 

age of my grandparents.  They wanted to call me ñReverend Johnson.ò  I was uncomfortable with having people 

to whom I was taught to show high respect address me with such a formal term.  I preferred to be called ñTomò 

and that is what I still prefer to be called today.  If necessary, the term ñPastor Tomò is acceptable.  But if you are 

introducing me to someone who is unchurched, please introduce me as your friend ñTom Johnson.ò  Anything 

more often creates a barrier that prohibits me from forming friendships with the people that God misses the most. 

Thanks. 

         In Christôs service, Tom Johnson 

 

ñYour word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my pathò  Psalm 119: 10 
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Belmont Baptist Church Ser v ices  
Sunday  

 

9: 30 a.m. , Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. , Morning Worship 
6:30 p.m. Jr. Youth Group 
 ( in summer recess)  
  

  Wednesday  
 

6:1 5 p.m.  BYG 4 JESUS* 

7:00 p.m., Prayer Meeting 
  ( in summer recess)  

 

*  summer schedule 

 

Thursday  

 

7:30 p.m., Home Bible Study 
 ( in summer recess)  

June Sermon Schedule  
  

June 6  

    

June 13                               Special Speaker:  Our new Interim Pastor 

 

June 20 

                                           Rev. Dr. Thomas Van Johnson (Tom Johnson) 

 

June 27 

 
June 6 Gary Kimmel 
 
June 13 Jim Yates, Jr. 
 
June 20 Jane Kofroth 
 
June 27 John Kofroth 

Worship Leaders  Song Leaders  

Belmont Baptist Pre -School  
    Teachers -    Joann McDougald 

            Jane Kofroth 

Mon-Fri.ð9:00 a.m.ð11:45 a.m.      Rose Gallagher 

(Serving children age 2 to 4 years)                          

 
June 6 Gary Kimmel  
 
June 13 Barbara Duffy 
 
June 20 Fred Eliasen 
 
June 27 Gary Kimmel 



 Door Greeters  
 

June 6 Earl & Barbara Russell 
 
June 13 Ruth Severino & Doris Adolph 
 
June 20 Winnie Marshall & Emma Jean Murphy 
 
June 27 Jeff Kimmel & Birdie Sharp 

  Cleaning Teams  
   

  June 5  Church Work Day 

  June 12 Fred & Marlyn Eliasen; Debbie & Danielle Lawson 

  June 19 Jim & Maryanne Yates; Steve Smythe 

  June 26 Mike & Dawn Talluto; Lynn Reinhart 

 

  

  

Childcare Ministry  

 
 

June 6 Joann McDougald & Danielle Lawson 
June 13 Mike McDougald & Ally Jones 
June 20 Terry Yates & Debbie Lawson 
June 27 Denise Williams & David Jones 
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Communion Preparer 
  

Jeff Kimmel 

  

Communion Servers 
 

Emma Jean Murphy, Winnie Marshall, 

John & Jane Kofroth 

 

Head Usher 
  

Bob Flubacher 



Belmont Baptist Softball Team 
   

   Submitted by Jim Yates, Sr. 

    This must be the best kept secret at Belmont!  For whatever  

    reason, most of our congregation is not aware that we do have 

    a softball team.  We are part of the Community Church Softball 

    League of Delaware County.  The league has eight teams repre- 

senting the following Delaware County Churches:  Belmont Baptist, Latter Day Saints (2 

teams), Ridley Park Presbyterian (2 teams), Springton Lake Presbyterian, St. Matthews Lu-

theran and St. Markôs Methodist.  All games are played on weekday evenings at various fields 

around the area such as Ridley Park High School, Upper Darby High School, Hillcrest Middle 

School and Collingdale Park (Belmontôs home field).  Because most of the churches are rela-

tively small in size, each church is permitted to have a few players that are not from the 

church, in addition to those that are from the church.  The players from Belmont that are part 

of our team are: 

 

   Robert Naimoli  Don Yates, Sr. 

   Brian Nichols   Jim Yates 

   Ryan Sinclair   Jim Yates, Sr. (coach) 

   Bobby Wilhelm  Kevin Yates 

   Dave Yates 

 

 Being a church league, every game ends with prayer with full participation by all play-

ers on both teams.  Our team starts with a team prayer prior to the start of the game.  This 

serves as a real witness to the non-church players on our team and in the league.  When last 

season had ended, a father of one of the non-church players on our team called me and Don.  

He wanted to let us know how much he had enjoyed the season and how he was so impressed 

with the prayer times that we had before and after the games.  He said in all the years he had 

been playing and watching softball games, he had never experienced anything like this before. 

 

 All teams play a 21 game schedule followed by playoffs to determine the champion-

ship.  Unfortunately, with all of the rain we have already experienced three rainouts, however, 

our record is 4 wins and 1 loss.  We are currently tied with two other teams for first place in 

the standings. 

      * * *  

 



     CONGRATULATIONS to the Roman Furniture & Car-

pet Team.  They won the 2009-2010 season championship 

last week! 

 

This is the third year in a row that they are the champions 

of the Sproul Business Menôs Bowling League.  The team is 

sponsored by Roman Furniture & Carpet, owned and op-

erated by Sam and Clare LaPalombara. 

ROMAN FURNITURE & CARPET CORP.  

BOWLING TEAM  
2009-2010 ChampionsðSproul Business Menôs League 

 

Back row (left to right):  Jim Yates, Jr., Frank Kolb, Kevin Yates 

Front row (left to right):  Jim Yates, Sr., Gary Kimmel, Don Yates & 

Jeff Kimmel 



      

B E L M O N T   H A P P E N I N G S ! 

 
         

 MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!! 

 
  

 

 CHURCH PICNIC!  Sunday, June 13, 2010 

 

Time:      Immediately following morning worship service 

Place:     Church lawn 

 
FREE HOT DOGS!!!!!!    Please bring something to drink and a 

side dish or dessert to share. 

 

Games and activities are being planned for the children.  Come 

and enjoy sharing a picnic lunch and an afternoon of fun with our church fam-

ily!  

 

      * * *  

 

 

 

 
Our Friends in the Military  

 
            Jim, and Members of the Belmont Baptist Church, 

  

         I want to thank all of you for your generosity throughout this 

    past year.  Your thoughts, prayers and all of the care packages  

     that were sent really improved the morale of not only myself 

            but also all the soldiers I work with.  The magazines, snacks  

            and letters that have been sent made my year in Afghanistan a 

            a little bit easier.  I wish all of you nothing but the best in all of 

            your endeavors.  My time in this part of the world is about up 

            so again, from the bottom of my heart, thank you. 

 

                   Sincerely, 

 

          Joe Scalies 



FATHERôS DAY  -  JUNE 20, 2010 

 

 

 

THE LITTLE CHAP WHO FOLLOWS ME  

 
A careful man I ought to be   He thinks that I am good and fine 

A little fellow follows me   Believes in every work of mine 

I do not dare to go astray   The base in me he must not see 

For fear heôll go the selfsame way  The little chap who follows me 

 

I cannot once escape his eyes   I must remember as I go 

Whatever he sees me do, he tries  Through summerôs fun and winterôs snow 

Like me, he says, heôs going to be  Iôm building for the years to be 

The little chap who follows me  The little chap who follows me. 

 

 

 

    

    

 

 

The best way to keep children 

home is 

To make the home atmos-

phere pleasant - 

And let the air out of the 

tireséé 

 



CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2010! 

 
To the Graduate: 
 

 What I would wish for you dear young friend, 

 

Just enough EXPERIENCE seasoned with heartache so that you can sepa-

rate from illusions...DENIAL touched with indifference so that you will 

always try harder and struggle just a little more to reach your goal or to 

taste victoryé.HARD WORK and lots of it so that you might grow blis-

ters on your hands, but not on your attitude...DEFEAT occasionally, in or-

der that your backbone may be stiffened and your emotional muscles 

strengthened...NEED so that you will never be afraid to reach out to others 

for help, nor will fail to comprehend that others may have need of 

you...FRUSTRATION in order that you will have to begin again, to pick 

up the shattered pieces and know what it is to have to start over...FEAR of 

competition, fear of weakness, and fear of failure so that you will always 

avoid being the destructive Bôs; boastful, blas® and bored...FAITH so that 

you will wrap yourself in God as your security blanket and will never fail 

to acknowledge the Stars and Stripes as your status symbol...No, I have 

NOT offered you the EASY PATH, nor have I tossed out pretty phrases or 

compliments to win you.  But then, friendship is telling it like it is.  And 

life is made of these things I have offered you.  The test is whether or not 

you can take it! 
       Written by Basilla E. Neilon 

 

     ***   

 

A graduation ceremony is an event where the commence-

ment speaker tells thousands of students dressed in 

identical caps and gowns that Ņindividualityņ is the 

key to success!!!!      



June Birthdays 

 
June 2  Tara Siddons   June 14 Robert Naimoli 

June 4  May Arra     Mary Shore 

  Jim Yates   June 15 Judy Collins 

June 5  Morgan VanZelst  June 17 Anthony Workman 

June 7  John ValZelst   June 19 Mark Eliasen 

June 10 Robert Wilhelm  June 20 Richard Williams 

      June 22 Beverly Greenslade 

       

 

 

 

 

 


