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A Note from the Pastorôs Desk. . .     FRESH EYES 

 
 As your Interim Pastor, I bring a number of skills with me to help you get 

ready for the next full-time pastor.  In addition, I bring ñfresh eyes.ò  In other 

words, as someone who is new to the congregation, I see things that you may not 

see even though these things are very visible.  After all, we overlook many 

things because we get accustomed to themðeven in the church. 

 When I went to serve a church in Lansing, MI, I noticed that the sanctu-

ary was dull, dingy and depressing.  A large section of plaster on the wall behind 

the choir was cracked and separated from the lath.  When I asked about it, several members said people expected 

the choir to be hit by the plaster any Sunday morning because the organ chamber was behind that wall.  They 

sawébut it didnôt move them to do anything about it.  And when I started mentioning the poor color choice for 

the walls (which made the stained glass windows look dull) and the accumulated grime, they realized that they 

had not really seen how bad the sanctuary looked to those who are outsiders.  It had been nearly 20 years since 

they had last painted.  They had just gotten used to it. 

 During the time I served on national staff, I preached in many churches and visited many more congrega-

tions.  Because of my concern for hospitality, I frequently noticed how the church welcomed guests into their 

midst.  Often, they did a poor jobðleaving me or others to fend for ourselves without any thought about our 

needs or what would be helpful.  If a congregation does a good job of welcoming, guests may choose to overlook 

some of the more obvious physical issues (dirt, cobwebs, grimy paint, worn carpet, etc.)  However, I have also 

noticed that those congregations practicing hospitality also took good care of their physical facilities. 

 So what have these ñfresh eyesò seen as I have come to serve you at this time?  Well, there are no signs or 

directory which would help a person find their way to restrooms, child care or water fountain.  In fact, a new per-

son would not know where to park.  Because the parking area is so remote from the entry door, it is not obvious 

that the parking lot is for the church.  While we know there is one ñfront door,ò it is not marked in any way for 

our guests.  We also have our share of dirt, cobwebs and grime.  All of us are grateful to the volunteers who do 

basic cleaning every week.  But some major cleaning is needed and a fresh coat of paint will help many areas.  

Lighting is poor in the stairwell.  There is an abundance of clutter which means that the really important things 

donôt stand out.  So we need to ñclean house.ò  There is a problem with the carpet in the chancel area.  We donôt 

have a good ñwelcoming spaceò for people to enter when they arrive.  These are just a few concerns for us to ad-

dress. 

 I could go on.  But I think you get my point.  One day, in the not too distant future, the Search Committee 

will bring a candidate to the church.  The committee will have determined that this person is the best candidate to 

be your next pastor.  Will the church be able to put its best foot forward?  We will want to make a good first im-

pression.  And if we are ready to welcome the next pastor, we will also be able to welcome those strangers whom 

God sends to be our guests.  After all, as the writer of the book of Hebrews reminds us, in showing true Christian 

hospitality we might unknowingly be welcoming angels into our midst. 

 

       Tom Johnson, Interim Pastor 

 
 

  
 

  

ñYour word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my pathò  Psalm 119: 10 
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School bus 



Belmont Baptist Church Ser v ices  
Sunday  

 

9: 30 a.m. , Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. , Morning Worship 
6:30 p.m., Jr. Youth Group 
 (begins in October) 
6:30 p.m., BYG 4 Jesus 

 
 
   

  Wednesday  
 

7:00 p.m., Prayer Meeting 
   

 

Thursday  

 

7:30 p.m., Home Bible Study 
(1st and 3rd Thursdays) begins in October 

 

September  Sermon Schedule  

  

Sept. 5  ñSpirituality for Everyday Relationshipsò 

Sept. 12 ñAble to Standò 

Sept. 19 Special Speaker:  Dr. Kisa Djawotho 

Sept. 26 Special SpeakerðMichael Talluto 

 
Sept. 5 Ruth Sheehan 
 
Sept. 12 Gary Kimmel 
 
Sept. 19 Jim Yates, Jr. 
 
Sept. 26 Jane Kofroth 

Worship Leaders  Song Leaders  

Belmont Baptist Pre -School  
    Teachers -    Joann McDougald 

            Jane Kofroth 

Mon-Fri.ð9:00 a.m.ð12:00 p.m.      Rose Gallagher 

(Serving children age 2 to 4 years)                          

 
Sept. 5 Dawn Talluto 
 
Sept. 12 Gary Kimmel 
 
Sept. 19 Barbara Duffy 
 
Sept. 26 Fred Eliasen 



 Door Greeters  
 

Sept. 5 Djawotho & Asinata Kisa 
 
Sept. 12 Alice Gorman & Ruth Severino 
 
Sept. 19 Jeff Kimmel & Birdie Sharp 
 
Sept. 26 Fred & Marlyn Eliasen 

  Cleaning Teams  
   

  September 4  Mike & Dawn Talluto; Lynn Reinhart 

 

  September 11  Church Work Day 

 

  September 18  Gary, Kay & Jeff Kimmel; Dolores LoBiando 

 

  September 25  Joann & Mike McDougald; Clare LaPalombara 

  

  

        

  

Childcare Ministry  

 
 

Sept. 5 Working on new scheduleðwill be available 9/5/10 
 
Sept. 12 
 
Sept. 19 
 
Sept. 26 

    

        

             September 2010 

Communion Preparer 
  

Jeff Kimmel 

  

Communion Servers 
 

Jeff Kimmel, Winnie Marshall, Fred & Marlyn 

Eliasen 

 

Head Usher  Bob Flubacher 
  



Belmont Baptist Pre-School News! 



JUST A REMINDER !!!!     PLEASE SUBMIT ALL SCHED-

ULES FOR WORSHIP, COMMITTEE MEETINGS, BOARD 

MEETINGS, SPECIAL EVENTS, ETC.,  TO OUR CHURCH 

SECRETARY BY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE SO SHE CAN 

POST IT ON A TIMELY BASIS. 

. 

ALSO IF YOU HAVE A SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT OR 

SOMETHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH YOUR 

FELLOW CHURCH FAMILY,  PLEASE DO SOðWE 

WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU. 

 

IN ORDER FOR US TO CONIINUE OUR NEWSLETTER 

EACH MONTH WE NEED EVERYONEôS COOPERATION 

AND HELP.  THANKS SO MUCH! 

Music Ministry Opportunity  

 
The members and friends of Belmont Baptist Church 

love music and love to sing.  We are looking for an or-

ganist/pianist who shares our love for music to play at 

our Sunday morning worship services and special ser-

vices throughout the year. 

 

We invite you to take advantage of this immediate op-

portunity for a rewarding music ministry in a warm, 

friendly church. 

 

The organ is a Rogers electronic and the piano is a 

Howard baby grand.  There may be an opportunity to 

organize and direct a small choir as well. 

 

Salary is negotiable and will depend upon competence 

and experience. 

 

Our website is www.belmontbaptistchurch.info 

 

For further details contact Gary Kimmel at 610-328-

9597 or email gdkimmel@verizon.net. 



      

 

B E L M O N T   H A P P E N I N G S ! 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  Rally Day is Sunday, Septem-

ber 19th.  There will be a special program during Sunday 

School so be sure to attend and enjoy the Snyder Familyôs in-

teractive chalk talk presentation about David & Goliath. 

 

 Belmont Baptist Fall Festival will be held this year on 

Saturday, October 23rd.   Look for more details in upcoming 

Church bulletins. 

 

***  

 

 

B R O O M A L L   H A P P E N I N G S! 
 

The Broomall Fire Company will be holding their fall carni-

val on September 9th through 12th.  It is to be held on the 

field on West Chester Pike and Malin Road, directly across 

from the fire company.  Times are 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. on Thurs-

day & Friday; 3 p.m. to 11 p.m. on Saturday; and 12 p.m. to 6 

p.m. Sunday.  Thursday night features family night from 6 

p.m. to 10 p.m., ride all rides for one price.  Come join the 

fun! 

 

       * * *  

       

 

The Marple Hero Scholarship Fund is sponsoring its 36th annual Flea Market on Sunday, 

September 12th at Delaware County Community College, Rt. 252 and Media Line Road.  

The times are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Spaces are available at $40. in advance, $50. the day of 

the event.  A rain date is scheduled for September 19th.  All proceeds benefit families of 

emergency personnel killed or permanently injured in the line of duty. 

 
         

        

 

 * * * * *  



Belmont Baptist Church congratulates John Kofroth 

on his selection as the Southeast Representative for 

the American Baptist Men of Pennsylvania and Dela-

ware.   

 

His duties will include relating to the American Bap-

tist Menôs groups in local churches in the Riverside 

and other associations and serving on the region 

board.  His selection was confirmed at the American 

Baptist Menôs annual retreat on August 7th. 

 

While he has served faithfully at Belmont Baptist in a 

variety of capacities, he has given significant prayer 

and effort in working with the menôs group.  He looks 

forward to having someone share the work here at 

Belmont so that he can give the effort needed for the 

area work. 

BLESS THE STUDENTS 

 

Dear Lord Jesus,  

 Bless the children and youth of this nation, 

returning to their schools and colleges.  May your 

Holy Spirit enlighten their minds, purify their vision 

and strengthen their wills.  Protect them as they 

learn in the classroom and participate in activities 

outside it.  May they learn to follow in your steps, 

just as you grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor 

with God and man. Amen. 

FYI  

 
Pastor Tom Johnson 

will be on vacation 

from September 20th 

through September 

26th. 



September Birthdays 

 
Sept. 4  Marlyn Eliasen  Sept. 18 Daniel McDougald 

Sept. 8  Fred Eliasen   Sept. 20 Kevin Lawson 

Sept. 10 Sarah Kortze   Sept. 21 Anthony Nastasi 

  Winnie Marshall  Sept. 23 Jayne Wilhelm 

Sept. 13 Julian Nastasi   Sept. 25 Jack Murphy, Sr. 

Sept. 15 Pat Schumaker  Sept. 26 Stephen Hutchison 

      Sept. 27 Allysa Jones 

      Sept. 29 Erin Nastasi 

      Sept. 30 Ida Chappell 

          

    

 

 

 

 

 



A Little Bit of Humor 

 
A kindergarten teacher gave her class a ñShow and Tellò assignment.  Each stu-
dent was instructed to bring in an object to share with the class that represented 
their religion.  The first student got up in front of the class and said, ñMy name is 
Benjamin.  Iôm Jewish and this is a Star of David.ò 
The second student got up in front of the class and said, ñMy name is Mary.  Iôm 
Catholic and this is a Rosary.ò 
The third student got up in front of the class and said, ñMy name is Nathan.  Iôm 
Baptist and this is a casserole.ò 
     * * * * * 
 
A distraught senior citizen phoned her doctorôs office.  ñIs it true,ò she wanted to 
know, ñthat the medication you prescribed has to be taken for the rest of my life?ò 
ñYes, Iôm afraid so,ò the doctor told her. 
There was a moment of silence before the senior lady replied, ñIôm wondering, 
then, just how serious is my condition because this prescription is marked ñNO 
REFILLS.ò 
     * * * * * 

  
 
A new mother brought 
her baby home still 
wearing his hospital 
identification tag.  Her 3 
year old asked her 
when she was going to 
take off the babies 
price tag.  


